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Class of 2026 Finalists 
(Biographies provided by the candidates.) 

 
 

  
FLORIDA  

Orange - Ana-Victoria Gomez, daughter of Eduardo and Ana Maria Gomez, 
Maitland, Florida. Ana-Victoria will graduate from Winter Park High School where she 
is the senior class secretary in student government, the founder of Spanish Mode 
Club, and an officer of the Spanish Honor Society. She also is an IB Diploma 
Candidate, AP Scholar, and volunteers with the Army of Angels program to tutor kids 
throughout the county. Ana-Victoria plans to major in psychology. 
 
 

 
ILLINOIS  

Kane - Disha Dureja, daughter of Sudhir and Sharmishtha Dureja, Fox River Grove, 
Illinois. Disha will graduate from the Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy where 
she is president of Peer Multicultural Educators and coordinator of the Leadership, 
Education, and Development Program. She has volunteered as a writing tutor and run 
a convention dedicated to providing students with the resources to make their 
campuses more equitable. 
 
 

 
MARYLAND 

Montgomery - Bethel Chanyalew, daughter of Chanyalew Mengistu and Zufan 
Habtemariam, Silver Spring, Maryland. Bethel will graduate from Montgomery Blair 
High School where she was secretary of the We The East Club. She has been a 
volunteer teacher of a local church and implements weekly lessons for a group of 
middle and high school students and is a counselor at an after-care program for more 
than 80 elementary school students. Bethel plans to major in criminology. 
 
 
 

NEW YORK 
Nassau - Nayah Grace McKenzie, daughter of Earl and Tara McKenzie, Baldwin, 
New York. Nayah will graduate from Baldwin Senior High School where she is a 
National Honor Society Community Service Officer, a member of FIRST Robotics 
Team 1546, and a published poet in the Phoenix Art and Literary Magazine. She is a 
recipient of the University of Rochester George Eastman Young Leaders Award, 
plays the oboe in the honors band, and helped raise over $8,000 as vice president of 
the Make-A-Wish Club. Nayah plans to major in computer engineering. 
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Nassau - Ariana Paul, daughter of Dimytry Paul and Touhida Talukder, Long Island, 
New York. Ariana will graduate from Valley Stream North High School where she is 
president of the Black Student Union and captain of both the Spartan Step Team and 
the track and field team. She has been a community service leader in the Valley 
Stream Youth Group for the last four years, a science and math tutor for students 
within her high school, and captain of the National Youth Physical Fitness Program of 
the Marine Corps League at Valley Stream North, where she further won the Stars 
and Stripes Forever Award. Ariana plans to major in atmospheric sciences and 
meteorology. 

 
NORTH CAROLINA 

Buncombe - Sawyer Young Cumbow, son of Jamie Harbison and Brad Cumbow, 
Candler, North Carolina. Sawyer will graduate from Enka High School where he is 
class president, an avid runner, and a soccer player. He represented Enka High the 
past summer in mathematics at the Governor's School of North Carolina, actively 
volunteers for Key Club, and has been voted "Most Likely to Succeed." Sawyer plans 
to major in aerospace engineering. 
 
 
 
Cabarrus - Shiva Gadireddy, son of Uday Gadireddy and Vinita Gurram, Concord, 
North Carolina. Shiva will graduate from Cox Mill High School where he is president 
of the HOSA-Future Health Professionals club, a varsity member on the Science 
Olympiad team, and a team lead for Cox Mill Robotics. He has been a STEM intern at 
Discovery Place Science, a volunteer at the Novant Health Huntersville Medical 
Center, and was also nominated as a National Merit Scholarship Program 
Semifinalist. Shiva plans to major in computer science. 
 
Cabarrus - Akshar Mahendra Patel, son of Mahendra and Hema Patel, Concord, 
North Carolina. Akshar will graduate from Northwest Cabarrus High School where he 
is the president of the Academy of Health Sciences, president of the National Honor 
Society chapter, and captain of the robotics teams. He has worked with The Breast 
Cancer Hub to raise awareness about colorectal cancer in his community, led state-
recognized research in the realm of vector physics and inferential statistics, and has 
helped to build temples from the ground up. Akshar plans to major in biomedical 
engineering. 
 
Cabarrus - Karla S. Velasquez-Contreras, daughter of Elvin Velasquez and Irma 
Contreras, Concord, North Carolina. Karla will graduate from Jay M. Robinson High 
School where she is the president of the Spanish National Honor Society, co-
president of the Multicultural Club, and is Cadet Deputy Group Commander in her 
school’s Air Force JROTC program. She was a volunteer soccer coach during 
multiple summers, awarded the National Air Force Association Award, and helped 
start the Kitty Hawk Honor Society during her time in Air Force JROTC. Karla plans to 
major in horticulture science. 
 
Chatham - Dylan Hailey Philipps, daughter of Christopher and Meredith Philipps, 
Pittsboro, North Carolina. Dylan will graduate from the Chatham School of Science & 
Engineering and Central Carolina Community College where she is the valedictorian 
of her class and held lead roles in the weightlifting and robotics clubs. She is an avid 
equestrian who won a silver medal at the 2019 Equestrian Junior Olympics, runs her 
own business training students and horses alike, and is a passionate 
hippotherapy/therapeutic riding volunteer. Dylan plans to major in business 
management with a concentration in entrepreneurship. 
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Cleveland - Eli Walker Roberts, son of Andy Roberts and Lori Roberts Greene, 
Shelby, North Carolina, Eli will graduate from Crest High School where he is 
president of the National Honor Society, captain of the swim team, and a student 
leader of the National League of Junior Cotillion. He was selected as the Crest High 
School Heisman Academic Athlete winner along with being selected as a College 
Board National Rural and Small Town Recognition Academic Excellence Program 
Scholar. He has also worked at Boulevard Animal Hospital for almost two years. Eli 
plans to major in animal science with a pre-veterinary focus. 
 
Cumberland - Anil Gordon, son of Lakshmi and Daniel Gordon, Fayetteville, North 
Carolina. Anil will graduate from Terry Sanford High School where he is the student 
body vice president, vice president of the Interact Club, and principal cellist of the 
honors orchestra. He also is an Eagle Scout in Troop 747 and is vice president of his 
Hindu youth group. Anil plans to major in political science. 
 
 
 
Cumberland - Hyasen Gray, daughter of Kelly Colburn, Fayetteville, North Carolina. 
Hyasen will graduate from Jack Britt High School where she is a leader of the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, a varsity women's soccer player, and president of 
Jack Britt's National Honor Society. She has been a volunteer with Crosspointe 
Church while maintaining all A's throughout high school. Hyasen plans to major in 
design studies. 
 
 
Davidson - Sydney Elyse Loflin, daughter of Jones and Lisa Loflin, Denton, North 
Carolina. Sydney will graduate from HOPE Academy where she serves as the High 
Rock FFA Chapter President, Cedar Springs 4-H Club President, and the North 
Carolina representative on the National Rural Electric Cooperative Youth Leadership 
Council. She placed second in the National Conservation Foundation International 
Envirothon Competition, was inducted into the North Carolina 4-H Honor Club, and 
currently serves as the chair of the Alicia Greer Memorial Scholarship Committee. 
Sydney plans to major in agricultural education. 
 
Davie - Sophia Rose Scherer, daughter of Brian and Kerri Scherer, Advance, North 
Carolina. Sophia will graduate from both the North Carolina School of Science and 
Mathematics and Forsyth Country Day School where she is the president and 
founder of two service clubs, the Salute Our Troops Club and El Club de Compromiso 
Hispánico. She is also captain of the Forsyth Country Day girls' varsity golf team and 
captain of the competition dance team. She volunteers as a Spanish medical 
translator at local community health clinics and currently works as an XR software 
developer to create virtual and augmented reality teaching tools. Sophia plans to 
major in computer science. 
 
Durham - Dalya Al Obaidi, daughter of Muqdad Al Obaidi and Nabaa Habeeb, 
Durham, North Carolina. Dalya will graduate from Charles E. Jordan High School 
where she is the co-founder of Women's Awareness Club, freshman class editor of 
the Falcon's Post Newspaper, and youth representative leader of StrongHER 
TogetHER. She has a published novel, is a member of National Honor Society, and is 
initiating a feminine hygiene drive at her school. Dalya plans to major in psychology. 
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Durham - Asha Shah Coltrane, daughter of Sneha and Geoff Shah Coltrane, 
Durham, North Carolina. Asha will graduate from Charles E. Jordan High School 
where she is president of the Science Olympiad team, vice president of the Civic 
Engagement Club, and founder of the AP Resource Initiative in the school library. 
She also is a leader in the Durham Sunrise Movement and helps to organize the 
mentorship program at Barriskill Dance Theatre School. Asha plans to major in 
biology. 
 

 
Edgecombe - Caden Gray Robinette, son of Amy and Patrick Robinette, Pinetops, 
North Carolina. Caden will graduate from North East Carolina Prep School where he 
is president of the Future Farmers of America. He has served on the worship team at 
FaithHouse Church and has the distinct honor of being a Borlaug Scholar. Caden 
plans to major in food science. 
 
 
 

 
Forsyth - Cade Marie Brady, child of Ryan and Ashley Brady, Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina. Cade will graduate from West Forsyth High School where they are 
president of the Equality Club, two-time Poet Laureate, and an ambassador for the 
National Society of High School Scholars. They were also a Spirit of Rachel Nominee 
for exemplifying kindness and good character, voted Student of the Year twice, and 
volunteer regularly for Second Harvest Food Bank. Cade plans to major in chemistry. 
 
 

 
Guilford - Abigail Lynn Mulry, daughter of Matthew and Margaret Mulry, 
Greensboro, North Carolina. Abigail will graduate from Northern Guilford High School 
where she is president of the Sociedad Honoraria Hispánica Chapter, captain of the 
varsity basketball team, as well as secretary of the National Honor Society Chapter. 
She also volunteers at the Greensboro Science Center where she educates her 
community about animals and the environment, is captain of Northern's Science 
Olympiad team, and has published research related to COVID-19. Abigail plans to 
major in biomedical engineering. 

 
 
Iredell - Brennan Michael Selcz, son of Tony and Karen Selcz, Mooresville, North 
Carolina. Brennan will graduate from Lake Norman High School where he is president 
of Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) and runs cross country and varsity 
track. He is also a calculus tutor, National Merit Semi-Finalist, and was a 2020 
national qualifier for FBLA in Spreadsheet Applications. Brennan plans to major in 
statistics. 
 
 
Iredell - Jacob Marshall Stewart, son of Marshall and Diane Stewart, Statesville, 
North Carolina. Jacob Stewart will graduate from West Iredell High School where he 
is the Army JROTC Battalion Commander, student body vice president, and archery 
team captain. He is the recipient of the National Small Town and Rural Recognition 
Program Award, the 2021 Top Academic Scholars Award, and the Military Officer 
Association of America Award. Jacob plans to pursue a career in the field of electrical 
engineering. 
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Johnston - Isaac Benjamin Drown, son of Kimberly and Matthew Drown, Smithfield, 
North Carolina. Isaac will graduate from West Johnston High School where he is the 
vice president and percussion captain of the band, as well as swim team captain. He 
is an Eagle Scout, scout camp staff member, and member of the Order of the Arrow. 
He plans to major in parks management or forestry. 
 
 
 
 
Mecklenburg - Sydnee Lin Fryer, daughter of Jenna Fryer, Charlotte, North 
Carolina. Syd will graduate from South Mecklenburg High School where she is 
student body president, president of the Young Democrats club, and member of the 
National Honor and Spanish Honor Society. She is an executive fellow and student 
organizer for the non-profit Our Turn, mentors recent immigrant students, and served 
as a global event intern for the Associated Press. Syd plans to major in international 
politics. 
 
 
Moore - Nathan Timothy Auman, son of Bryan and Stephanie Auman, Jackson 
Springs, North Carolina. Nathan will graduate from Union Pines High School where 
he is the commanding officer of the Navy JROTC, editor-in-chief of the yearbook, and 
core leader of Student2Student. He also volunteers for National Honor Society and 
Leo Club, and recently initiated a support group for classmates who have emotional 
and mental difficulties. Nathan plans to major in engineering. 
 
 
 
Moore - Molly Sue Smith, daughter of Daniel and Cheryl Smith, Robbins, North 
Carolina. Molly will graduate from North Moore High School where she is executive 
student body president, president of the Random Acts of Kindness Club, and brass 
captain for the North Moore Marching Mustangs. She also fundraises for the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness, is a Moore County Schools Student Ambassador, and 
works as a Floral Clerk at Harris Teeter in her free time. Molly plans to double major 
in political science and environmental science. 
 
 
Nash - Anna Catherine Powell, daughter of Paul and Sherry Powell, Battleboro, 
North Carolina. Anna will graduate from Northern Nash High School where she is a 
Knights Ambassador, plays for the FC Firecrackers 18U National volleyball team, and 
is a lead singer in her church's praise team. She is also a member of multiple service 
organizations including the Rocky Mount Debu-ette's, National Honor Society, and 
has served for three years on the Appalachian Service Project. Anna plans to major 
in biomedical engineering. 
 
New Hanover - Eleanor Celeste Meinhold, daughter of Jennifer Horan and Stephen 
Meinhold, Wilmington, North Carolina. Eleanor will graduate from Isaac Bear Early 
College High School where she is the founder of the Environmental Action Club, 
secretary of the National Honor Society, and a past president and board member of 
Science Fair Academy. She volunteers as a mentorship coordinator and board 
member for the STEM Mentorship Academy 501(c)(3) and as a coxswain on her local 
rowing team. Eleanor plans to major in environmental engineering and chemistry. 
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Orange - Sascha Godfrey, daughter of Devon Godfrey and Jocelyn Carbonara, 
Hillsborough, North Carolina. Sascha graduated from Orange High School where 
she was an intern journalist with the News of Orange County; a varsity track and 
cross-country athlete; and co-founder of the Save Hillsborough movement, 
dedicated to promoting sustainable development in her hometown. Sascha plans 
to major in statistics or environmental science. 
 
 
Orange - Cole Heinz Malinchock, son of Laura and Michael Malinchock, Chapel 
Hill, North Carolina. Cole will graduate from Chapel Hill High School where he is the 
First Robotics Club Head of Mechanical and president and founder of the ski and 
snowboard club. He also completed one TransAmerica Bicycle Trail ride to raise 
funds for the Be Loud Sophie Foundation, is a WCHL hometown hero, and is an 
Eagle Scout. 
 
 
 
Wake - Luke Anthony Biller, son of Anthony and Lesley Biller, Raleigh, North 
Carolina. Luke will graduate from home school. He is captain of a varsity and club 
soccer team as well as vice president of the National Honor Society. He also serves 
as a kindergarten Sunday school teacher at his church. Luke plans to major in 
biomedical engineering. 
 
 
 
Wake - Emma Rae Fornes, daughter of Tim and Melanie Fornes, Apex, North 
Carolina. Emma will graduate from Apex High School where she is student body 
president, National Honor Society co-president, and a senior leader of Apex's 
broadcast-journalism program, CougarTV. She also volunteers for Special Theatre 
Arts Raleigh and is a Durham Performing Arts Center (DPAC) student ambassador. 
She is a vocalist/pianist/singer-songwriter and has been selected for final-round 
executive producer auditions for ABC's American Idol and NBC's The Voice. Emma 
plans to major in business administration or communications. 
 
Wake - Chalina Lauraine Morgan-Lopez, daughter of Laura and Dawn Hernandez, 
is from Raleigh, North Carolina. Chalina will graduate from Sanderson High School, 
where she is president of Sanderson's Equity Team, a member of the Board of 
Directors at SafeBAE, and captain of her varsity tennis team. Chalina is a youth 
representative of Wake County Equity Affairs and has been featured in numerous 
media outlets including NPR and the New York Times for her anti-sexual violence 
work and advocacy for making schools inclusive and representative of all students. 
Chalina plans to major in political science. 
 
Wake - Siri Mudunuri, daughter of Raju Mudunuri and Padmavathi Datla, Cary, 
North Carolina. Siri will graduate from Athens Drive High School where she is a lead 
for the Youth Public Health Advisor Program with the North Carolina Department of 
Public Health, a president of HOSA, and a community blood drive coordinator who 
has led four blood drives and is working to expand the blood drive effort across her 
county. She also co-led Team Driving Away Cancer to raise $35,000 in the 2021 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society Student of the Year Campaign and helped publish 
the “One Year of COVID-19: North Carolina Youth Peer Survey Findings.” Siri plans 
to major in computer science with a concentration in computational biology. 
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Wake - Krish Rahul Patel, son of Rahul and Bhavina Patel, Cary, North Carolina. 
Krish will graduate from Cary High School, where he is co-president of the Science 
Olympiad team, a two-time speaker at the Triangle Youth Leadership Conference, 
and ranks in the top 1,000 in the USA Computing Olympiad. Krish also founded a 
multistate chapter of Codivate, a student-run, student-led nonprofit that has taught 
more than five hundred individuals the essentials of programming, and interned at 
NC State's Game2Learn Lab, a prestigious research opportunity focused on 
participation in computing and helping all students become literate in 21st-century 

computing skills. Krish plans to major in computer science and statistics. 
 
Wake - Chinmay Guru Talikoti, son of Anil and Chandrika Talikoti, Cary, North 
Carolina. Chinmay will graduate from William G. Enloe Magnet High School where he 
is president of History Bowl, Quiz Bowl, and a lead marshal. He has tutored his peers 
in Spanish through National Honor Society and has organized numerous events 
through Key Club. Chinmay plans to major in computer science. 
 
 

 
Wayne - Isaac Areli Carreño, son of Daniel and Asbel Carreño, Goldsboro, North 
Carolina. Isaac will graduate from Wayne School of Engineering where he is 
president of the Key Club. He volunteers as a tutor at a local middle school, tutors 
recent immigrant students, and is currently working on a research project with an 
epidemiology professor at NC State University. Isaac plans to major in political 
science. 
 
 

 
SOUTH CAROLINA 

Berkeley - Adam Michael Womble, son of Amanda and Michael Womble, Hanahan, 
South Carolina. Adam will graduate from Hanahan High School where he is student 
body president and secretary and community liaison for the National Honor Society. 
Adam is also the president of the Royal MB Church Junior Ushers, a member of the 
Low Country Youth Services Distinguished Gentlemen's Club, and a member of the 
Hanahan CyberPatriot Club. Adam plans to major in civil engineering. 
 
 
 
Dorchester - Michael Benjamin Blunt, son of Sam and Mary Blunt, Summerville, 
South Carolina. Michael will graduate from Palmetto Scholars Academy where he is 
president of the National Honor Society, team captain of the Cyber Defense Team, 
and project manager of a research project traveling to the International Space 
Station. He also has won first overall in three national engineering competitions, 
presented multiple project proposals to NASA engineers, and is the valedictorian of 
Palmetto Scholars Academy's Class of 2022. Michael plans to study computer 
science. 

 
TENNESSEE 

Shelby - Jayda Simone Murray, daughter of Bryan and Ayanna Murray, Memphis, 
Tennessee. Jayda will graduate from Faith Heritage Christian Academy as AP 
Scholar, TED-Ed Student Talks speaker, and Scholastics Art and Writing Gold 
National Medalist whose work has been published in the New York Times. Jayda 
plans to major in computer science with a focus on games. 
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TEXAS 
Collin - Osarobo Joy Obasuyi, daughter of Benedicta and Martin Obasuyi, Dallas, 
Texas. Osarobo will graduate from Bishop Lynch High School where she is president 
of the Bishop Lynch Medical Society, vice president of the National English Honor 
Society, and secretary of the National Honor Society. She has received the National 
African American Recognition Program Award and has been a volunteer for the Best 
Buddies national organization throughout her high school career. Osarobo plans to 
major in biomedical engineering. 
 

 
VIRGINIA  

Stafford - Norah Iona Sutton, daughter of Adam and Leigh Sutton, Fredericksburg, 
Virginia. Norah will graduate from Stafford Senior High School where she is vice 
president of the Science National Honor Society, a varsity athlete in both swimming 
and cross country, and the secretary of SkillsUSA, a career and technical 
organization. She has been an active member of Girl Scouts for the past 13 years 
during which she earned her Gold Award. She also volunteers as a buddy by 
including students with disabilities in her school community. Norah plans to major in 
chemical engineering. 
 

 


